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MiniChess creating a storm from Abidjan to Cape 
Town
In Africa, our flagship chess in school’s program is called 

MiniChess. This home-grown African program was developed in 

South Africa and has proved to be highly successful in teaching 

chess to “entry phase” learners between the ages of 5 and 9 

years of age. 

MiniChess is unique in that it focusses on the development of 

basic concepts that form the foundation for development of 

more advanced math, science and life-skills concepts in future 

years. The program is already used with great success at more 

than 220 African schools and currently reaches more than 60 

000 learners per week across the continent.

 

The key program materials have already been translated into 

numerous languages and are currently available in English, 

French, Spanish, Portuguese, Russian and Kyrgyz. In Africa, the 

program is already operational in South Africa, Lesotho, 

Rwanda, Kenya, Uganda and Madagascar. In addition, 

training has been provided to key individuals from Ghana, Cote 

d’Ivoire, Nigeria, Swaziland and Zimbabwe and there are 

active plans to expand to a number of additional African 

countries in 2018. 

The program has been so successful that local corporates have 

regularly offered to adopt the local operations within as little as 

12 -18 months from launch. Securing locally based funding is 

ultimately the goal as this ensures sustainability in the medium 

to long term.

Two formal academic studies have now also been completed 

and both have found that MiniChess has had a dramatic 

impact on the mathematics and critical thinking skills of the 

participating learners. In addition, the program has been found 

to reduce class absenteeism which is critical in many African 

countries.

Staff for the MiniChess program are typically sourced and 

trained from within the local communities and the program is 

hence creating local jobs within the local communities. It is thus 

not surprising that the program founder, Mrs Marisa van der 

Merwe, was awarded the title of South African Women of the 

Year for her work in developing this flagship program.

Our study grant program - changing lives
Each year, KCF Africa selects deserving students for an annual 

study grant as part of bursary program that has been running 

since our inception in 2012. We receive and assess numerous 

applications each year and in 2016 we ultimately awarded 4 

academic study grants to individuals who would otherwise not 

have been able to continue with their academic studies.

The grant recipients in 2016 were Mr Iorvice Razanadratovo 

from Madagascar, Mr Papa Samba Ndiaye from Senegal, Miss 

Sandrine Uwase from Rwanda and Miss Tcheche Marie Yavo 

from Cote d Ivoire. 

Our grants have enabled these fantastic candidates to pursue 

their academic studies for another year and we wish them well 

as they continue to pursue their dreams.
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